
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTH CAROHNA

DOCKET NO. 92-110-C- ORDERNO. 2003-536

SEPTEMBER2, 2003

Dual PartyRelay ) ORDERINCREASINGv'_J--
) MONTHLY ACCESSFEE

This mattercomesbeforethePublic ServiceCommissionof SouthCarolina(the

Commission)for considerationof a recommendationwhich would increasethe monthly

accesschargefor supportof dualpartyrelay from $.15permonthto $.16permonth.

S.C.CodeAnn. Section58-9-2530(A)(Supp.2002) statesthat the Commission

may requireall local exchangetelephonecompaniesoperatingin this Stateto imposea

monthly chargenot to exceedtwenty-five (25)centson all residentialandbusinesslocal

exchangeaccessfacilities as necessaryto fund the operationof the dual party relay

systemin SouthCarolina.Thestatutegoeson to statethattheamountof thechargemust

be determinedby the Commissionbasedupon the amount of funding necessaryto

accomplishthepurposesof the articleandprovidedualparty telephonerelay serviceson

a continuousbasis.The monthly accesschargewas originally determinedby us to be

$.10, andthe chargewasat this level until our issuanceof OrderNo. 2000-0175in this

Docket,datedFebruary22, 2000, which reducedthe amountto $.07. OrderNo. 2000-

992,datedDecember11,2000,furtherreducedthe amountto $.05.OrderNo. 2002-522,

datedJuly 12,2002,increasedthe amountto $.07.OrderNo. 2003-4,datedJanuary2,
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2003,increasedthe amountto $.11.OrderNo. 2003-360,datedJune2, 2003,increased

theamountto $.15.

The $.10chargehadhistorically resultedin a surplusagein the fund established

for the operationof the system.This resultedin the recommendationfrom the House

Transportation,Law Enforcement and Regulatory Subcommitteethat we consider

reducingthe monthly chargeto $.07.We orderedthis reduction,but the $.07 level still

produceda surplusage,resulting in a furtherreductionto $.05.We then found that the

$.05wouldultimatelyproducea deficit, soourJuly 2002Order increasedthe amountto

$.07. Subsequently,further deficitswere projectedutilizing $.07, so our January2003

Orderincreasedtheamountto $.11.In addition,furtherdeficitswere forecastedutilizing

$.11, soour June2003Order increasedthe amountto $.15. Staff projections,however,

revealthattheprogramwill be in theredif thecurrent$.15 level is maintained.

We have therefore examined,with the aid of the Executive Director, projects

approvedfor funding in the nearfuture. After due deliberation,we believe that, at this

time, themonthly accesschargeshouldbe increasedfrom $.15 to $.16.We hold thatthis

amountwill accomplishthepurposeof thearticle andprovidedualparty telephonerelay

servicesona continuousbasis.We notethat, if necessary,we canreexaminethis increase

ata laterdateusingthesestatutorycriteria.

Accordingly,we herebyorder all Local ExchangeCarriers,including incumbent

carriersandcompetitivecarriers,to increasethemonthly accessfeebilled to eachaccess

line for thesupportof thedualpartyrelay systemfrom $.15to $.16permonthassoonas

it is technicallyfeasible.We instruct the Commission'sExecutiveDirector to monitor
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this account,so that this Commissioncandecidewhetheradditionaladjustmentsshould

bemadein the future.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

Ga_y_E.W/_alsI_x_ec._c1_c'r -

(SEAL)


